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Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

The request for a continued prosecution application (CPA) under 37 CFR 1 .53(d) filed 
on [1] is acknowledged. 37 CFR 1 .53(d)(1) was amended to provide that the CPA must 
be for a design patent and the prior application of the CPA must be a design application 
that is complete as defined by 37 CFR 1 .51(b). See Elimination of Continued 
Prosecution Application Practice as to Utility and Plant Patent Applications, final rule, 68 
Fed. Reg. 32376 (May 30, 2003), 1271 Off. Gaz. Pat. Office 143 (June 24, 2003). Since 
a CPA of this application is not permitted under 37 CFR 1.53(d)(1), the improper 
request for a CPA is being treated as a request for continued examination of this 
application under 37 CFR 1 . 1 1 4. 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 . Claims 1, 10, 15 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Khawam (U.S. Patent Number 6,678,612 B1 ) in view of Denekamp et 
al. (U.S. Patent Number 4,750,197). 
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Regarding claim f, Khawam discloses in column 1 lines 45-58 of an emergency 
notification system, which reads on claimed "emergency informing terminal", where the 
system is comprised of a mounted mobile transceiver unit (see FIGURE 1) and a fixed 
monitoring station (see FIGURE 2). The said emergency notification system is used in 
traumatic events by notifying an emergency station in case of an emergency (see 
column 1 lines 55-64, comprising: 

• a mounted mobile transceiver unit (see FIGURE 1, column 3 lines 14-16, 27-37), 
and 

• a user interface unit (46), connected to the said mobile transceiver unit and 
incorporated in part of the said mobile transceiver unit. See column 2 lines 10- 
18. 

However, Khawam fails to clearly disclose wherein the terminal main body, as cited 
by the Applicant, is in a case and wherein the said peripheral device is at least partly in 
the case and a wire connecting the said terminal main body to said peripheral device is 
prevented from extending outside the case. 

Denekamp et al discloses in column 5 lines 55-66 and in FIGURE 4, wherein a 
security module (30) in contained within a tamperproof and fireproof module, which 
reads on claim "case". Additionally, Denekamp et al. teaches of the said security 
module (30) consisting of two components: a secondary (32), which reads on claimed 
"main body," and a primary module (36), which reads on claimed "peripheral device," 
wherein the mating of the two modules are performed without the extension of wires 
outside of the casing (See FIGURE 4). As disclosed in column 6 lines 3-16, the two 
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modules are locked together and electrically connected by the means of electrical brush 
contacts, which reads on claim "the said peripheral device is at least partly in the case 
and a wire connecting the said terminal main body to the said peripheral device is 
prevented from extending outside the case". To clarify the Examiner's position, the 
Examiner is interpreting the brush electrical contacts of the prior art as having the same 
functionality of a wire. Therefore since the said contacts do not extend outside the 
casing, then the cited language satisfies the rejection of the amended claim. 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skilled in the art to modify Khawam (U.S. Patent Number 6,678,612 B1) to 
include Denekamp et al. (U.S. Patent Number 4,750,197) in order to prevent the 
exposure of wires or the like fro extending outside of the said module to decrease the 
risk of unwanted tampering and the exposure of the said wiring to the environmental 
elements which, in turn, may cause corrosion. 

Regarding claims 10 and 24, as the combination of Khawam (U.S. Patent Number 
6,678,612 B1) and Denekamp et al. (U.S. Patent Number 4,750,197) are made, the 
combination according to claims 1 and 15, Khawam teaches of an emergency 
notification system, wherein a sensor is a shock sensor used to detect vehicle 
conditions and generating a signal, which is electronically transmitted to the processing 
unit. See column 2 lines 27-32. 



Regarding claim 15, Khawam discloses an emergency informing system comprising: 
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• a vehicle mounted mobile transceiver unit (see FIGURE 1 1 column 3 lines 14-16, 
27-37), and 

• in column 1 lines 45-58, an emergency notification system, which reads on 
claimed "emergency informing terminal", where the system is comprised of a 
vehicle mounted mobile transceiver unit (see FIGURE 1 column 3 lines 27-37). 
The said emergency notification system is used in traumatic events by notifying 
an emergency station (fixed monitoring station, see FIGURE 2) 

wherein, the said emergency notification terminal includes: 

• a mounted mobile transceiver unit (see FIGURE 1, column 3 lines 14-16, 27-37), 
and 

• a user interface unit (46), connected to the said mobile transceiver unit and 
incorporated in part of the said mobile transceiver unit. See column 2 lines 1 0- 
18. 

However, Khawam fails to clearly disclose wherein the terminal main body, as cited 
by the Applicant, is in a case and wherein the said peripheral device is at least partly in 
the case and a wire connecting the said terminal main body to said peripheral device is 
prevented from extending outside the case. 

Denekamp et al discloses in column 5 lines 55-66 and in FIGURE 4, wherein a 
security module (30) in contained within a tamperproof and fireproof module, which 
reads on claim "case". Additionally, Denekamp et al. teaches of the said security 
module (30) consisting of two components: a secondary (32), which reads on claimed 
"main body," and a primary module (36), which reads on claimed "peripheral device," 
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wherein the mating of the two modules are performed without the extension of wires 
outside of the casing (See FIGURE 4). As disclosed in column 6 lines 3-16, the two 
modules are locked together and electrically connected by the means of electrical brush 
contacts, which reads on claim "the said peripheral device is at least partly in the case 
and a wire connecting the said terminal main body to the said peripheral device is 
prevented from extending outside the case". To clarify the Examiner's position, the 
Examiner is interpreting the brush electrical contacts of the prior art as having the same 
functionality of a wire. Therefore since the said contacts do not extend outside the 
casing, then the cited language satisfies the rejection of the amended claim. 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skilled in the art to modify Khawam (U.S. Patent Number 6,678,612 B1) to 
include Denekamp et al. (U.S. Patent Number 4,750,197) in order to prevent the 
exposure of wires or the like fro extending outside of the said module to decrease the 
risk of unwanted tampering and the exposure of the said wiring to the environmental 
elements which, in turn, may cause corrosion. 

2. Claims 2-9, 12, 16-23, and 26 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over the combination of Khawam (U.S. Patent Number 6,678,612 B1) and 
Denekamp et al. (U.S. Patent Number 4,750,197) in view of Diaz et al (U.S. Patent 
Number 6,675,006 B1). 
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Regarding claims 2 and 76, as the combination of Khawam (U.S. Patent Number 
6,678,612 B1) and Denekamp et al. (U.S. Patent Number 4,750,197) are made, the 
combination according to claims 1 and 75, fails to disclose wherein a microphone used 
in a hands-free operation. 

Diaz teaches in column 5 line 1 1 , of a hands-free microphone (53d) for acquiring the 
transmission of a voice signal in a hands-free operation. 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skilled in the art to modify the combination of Khawam (U.S. Patent Number 
6,678,612 B1) and Denekamp et al. (U.S. Patent Number 4,750,197) to include Diaz et 
al (U.S. Patent Number 6,675,006 B1 ) in order to provide an emergency notification 
system capable of allowing the distressed user the ability to utilize a hands-free 
functionality. 

Regarding claims 3 and 17, as the combination of Khawam (U.S. Patent Number 
6,678,612 B1) and Denekamp et al. (U.S. Patent Number 4,750,197) are made, the 
combination according to claims 1 and 75, fails to disclose a speaker used in a hands- 
free operation. 

Diaz et al teaches in column 5 line 8, of an external speaker, which reads on claimed 
"speaker", for sounding a communication to and from the response center. In addition, 
Diaz et al further teaches, in column 1 lines 65-67, that the combination of the cellular 
antenna, cellular transceiver, hands-free microphone, and external speaker, constitutes 
a mobile telephone; therefore, it is obvious and well known in the art that a speaker 
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used in combination with a hands-free microphone has the identical functionality a its 
counterpart. 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skilled in the art to modify the combination of Khawam (U.S. Patent Number 
6,678,612 B1) and Denekamp et al. (U.S. Patent Number 4,750,197) to include Diaz et 
al (U.S. Patent Number 6,675,006 B1 ) in order to provide an emergency notification 
system capable of allowing the distressed user the ability receive voice signal for a 
hands-free conversation. 

Regarding claims 4 and 18, as the combination of Khawam (U.S. Patent Number 
6,678,612 B1) and Denekamp et al. (U.S. Patent Number 4,750,197) are made, the 
combination according to claims 1 and 15, fails to disclose a process where both data 
and voice communication are transmitted between the said emergency notification 
terminal and the said response center. 

Diaz et al teaches in columns 3 and 6 lines 41-45 lines 1-7, respectively, of a cellular 
antenna, which reads on claimed "communication antenna", for transmission of image 
and voice information, which reads on claimed "data and conversation communication", 
between the said emergency notification system and the response center. 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skilled in the art to modify combination of Khawam (U.S. Patent Number 
6,678,612 B1) and Denekamp et al. (U.S. Patent Number 4,750,197) to include Diaz et 
al (U.S. Patent Number 6,675,006 B1) in order to provide an emergency notification 



Application/Control Number: 09/921 ,627 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2686 

system capable of sending and receiving voice and data communication signals via a 
coupled cellular antenna. 

Regarding claims 5 and 19, as the combination of Khawam (U.S. Patent Number 
6,678,612 B1), Denekamp et al. (U.S. Patent Number 4,750,197) and Diaz et al (U.S. 
Patent Number 6,675,006 B1) are made, the combination according to claims 4 and 
18, further include, as taught by Diaz in FIGURE 1 column 5 lines 10,14-15, a cellular 
antenna (53b) coupled to cellular transceiver (53a-1 ), capable of receiving and 
transmitting information, which reads on claimed "primary antenna used in a 
transmission and reception process". 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skilled in the art to modify combination of Khawam (U.S. Patent Number 
6,678,612 B1) and Denekamp et al. (U.S. Patent Number 4,750,197) to include Diaz et 
al (U.S. Patent Number 6,675,006 B1) in order to provide an emergency notification 
system capable of sending and receiving voice and data communication signals via a 
coupled cellular antenna. 

Regarding claims 6 and 20, as the combination of Khawam (U.S. Patent Number 
6,678,612 B1), Denekamp et al. (U.S. Patent Number 4,750,197) and Diaz etal (U.S. 
Patent Number 6,675,006 B1 ) are made, the combination according to claims 4 and 
18, further include, as taught by Diaz in FIGURE 1 column 5 lines 11, 16, a GPS 
antenna (53c) coupled to a GPS receiver (53a-2), which reads on claimed "secondary 
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antenna used in reception process", capable of receiving location information from a 
satellite. 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skilled in the art to modify combination of Khawam (U.S. Patent Number 
6,678,612 B1 ) and Denekamp et al. (U.S. Patent Number 4,750,197) to include Diaz et 
al (U.S. Patent Number 6,675,006 B1) in order to provide an emergency notification 
system capable of sending and receiving voice and data communication signals via a 
coupled cellular antenna. 

Regarding claims 7 and 21, as the combination of Khawam (U.S. Patent Number 
6,678,612 B1) and Denekamp et al. (U.S. Patent Number 4,750,197) are made, the 
combination according to claims 1 and 15, fails to disclose a lighting device used to 
indicate to the user the operating condition of the said emergency notification system. 

Diaz et al teaches in FIGURE 1 column 4 lines 55-65, of a Light Emitting Diode 
(LED, 51 e), which reads on claimed "lighting device, display or indicator", for 
transmitting and operating state of the said emergency notification system (May-Day 
System) informing the user. 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skilled in the art to modify Khawam (U.S. Patent Number 6,678,612 B1) and 
Denekamp et al. (U.S. Patent Number 4,750,197) to include Diaz et al (U.S. Patent 
Number 6,675,006 B1) in order to provide an emergency notification system capable 
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having an incorporated emergency informing mechanism to indicate to a said distressed 
used the communication conditions of the said emergency notification system. 

Regarding claims 8 and 22, as the combination of Khawam (U.S. Patent Number 
6,678,612 B1) and Denekamp et al. (U.S. Patent Number 4,750,197) are made, the 
combination according to claims 1 and 15, fails to disclose an emergency-informing 
button operable to start the emergency informing process by being depressed by the 
said distressed user. 

Diaz teaches in column 5 lines 27-33, 42-51 , of a panic button (53g) and a 
communication button (53f), which reads on claimed "emergency informing button", to 
start an emergency informing process as being pressed by the said user. 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skilled in the art to Khawam (U.S. Patent Number 6,678,612 B1) and 
Denekamp et al. (U.S. Patent Number 4,750,197) to include Diaz et al (U.S. Patent 
Number 6,675,006 B1 ) in order to provide an emergency notification system outfitted 
with a said panic button accessible to the said distressed user to activate the 
emergency informing process when the button is depressed. 

Regarding claims 9 and 23, as the combination of Khawam (U.S. Patent Number 
6,678,612 B1) and Denekamp et al. (U.S. Patent Number 4,750,197) are made, the 
combination according to claims 1 and 15, fails to disclose where the said peripheral 
device is a dial-operating unit capable of allowing the user to dial a desired number. 
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Diaz et al in columns 1 and 6 lines 23-33 lines 1-14, respectively, a cellular 
transceiver (53a-1) operable to make a call to a desired telephone number. 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skilled in the art to modify Khawam (U.S. Patent Number 6,678,612 B1) and 
Denekamp et al. (U.S. Patent Number 4,750,197) to include Diaz et al (U.S. Patent 
Number 6,675,006 B1 ) in order to provide an emergency notification system outfitted a 
dial capability to allow the distressed user the capability to call a desired number for 
notification to the distressed situation. 

Regarding claims 12 and 26, as the combination of Khawam (U.S. Patent Number 
6,678,612 B1) and Denekamp et al. (U.S. Patent Number 4,750,197) are made, the 
combination according to claims 1 and 15, fails to disclose where the said peripheral 
device is a GPS antenna for acquiring a signal from a GPS satellite. 

Diaz teaches in column 5 lines 1 1 , 16, of a GPS antenna (53c) coupled to a GPS 
receiver (53a-2), capable of receiving location information from a GPS satellite. 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skilled in the art to modify Khawam (U.S. Patent Number 6,678,612 B1) and 
Denekamp et al. (U.S. Patent Number 4,750,197) to include Diaz et al (U.S. Patent 
Number 6,675,006 B1 ) in order to provide a GPS antenna (53c) coupled to a GPS 
receiver (53a-2) to acquire position information from a satellite for transmission to the 
said response center to dictate that exact location of the distressed user. 
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3. Claims 11 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over combination of Khawam (U.S. Patent Number 6,678,612 B1) and Denekamp et al. 
(U.S. Patent Number 4,750,197) in view of Villevieille (U.S. Patent Number 5,953,650). 

Regarding claims 11 and 25, as the combination of Khawam (U.S. Patent Number 
6,678,612 B1) and Denekamp et al. (U.S. Patent Number 4,750,197) are made, the 
combination according to claims 1 and 15, fails to expressly disclose, as part of the 
said emergency notification terminal, an air pressure sensor for generating a signal 
showing an air pressure change. 

Villevieille teaches in column 2 lines 29-34, of a sensor used to indicate an 
emergency condition such as a tire pressure sensor, which reads on claimed "air 
pressure sensor", indicating a flat tire. 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skilled in the art to modify Khawam (U.S. Patent Number 6,678,612 B1) and 
Denekamp et al. (U.S. Patent Number 4,750,197) to include Villevieille (U.S. Patent 
Number 5,953,650) in order provide a tire pressure sensor in order to detect the 
pressure change of the distressed vehicle. 

4. Claims 13 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over the combination of Khawam (U.S. Patent Number 6,678,612 B1 ) and Denekamp et 
al. (U.S. Patent Number 4,750,197) in view Abo et al (U.S. Patent Number 5,948,041). 
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Regarding claims 13 and 27, as the combination of Khawam (U.S. Patent Number 
6,678,612 B1) and Denekamp et al. (U.S. Patent Number 4,750,197) are made, the 
combination according to claims 1 and 15, fails to expressly disclose, as part of the 
said emergency notification terminal, a gyro sensor. Khawam does disclose a sensor to 
detect the attitude of the said distressed vehicle. 

Abo et al teaches in column 3 lines 40-45, of a gyro sensor used to measure the 
orientation (attitude), coordinates and position along with the GPS system. 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skilled in the art to modify Khawam (U.S. Patent Number 6,678,612 B1) and 
Denekamp et al. (U.S. Patent Number 4,750,197) to include Abo et al (U.S. Patent 
Number 5,948,041) in order provide a gyro sensor to measure the orientation (attitude), 
coordinates and position of the said distressed vehicle in order to notify the said 
response system of whether the said distressed vehicle is over-turned, crashed or etc. 

5. Claims 14 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over the combination of Khawam (U.S. Patent Number 6,678,612 B1), Denekamp et al. 
(U.S. Patent Number 4,750,197) and Diaz et al (U.S. Patent Number 6,675,006 B1) to 
further include Villevieille (U.S. Patent Number 5,953,650). 

Regarding claims 14 and 28, the combination of Khawam (U.S. Patent Number 
6,678,612 B1), Denekamp et al. (U.S. Patent Number 4,750,197) and Diaz et al (U.S. 
Patent Number 6,675,006 B1 ) fails to expressly disclose, as part of the said emergency 
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notification terminal, an air pressure sensor for generating a signal showing an air 
pressure change. Nevertheless, Diaz et al does disclose the fact that the type of 
utilized sensors are not limited to; yet, may included other suitable sensors for the 
disposed embodiment. 

Villevieille teaches in column 2 lines 29-34, of a sensor used to indicate an 
emergency condition such as a tire pressure sensor, which reads on claimed "air 
pressure sensor", indicating a flat tire. 

Therefore, at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skilled in the art to modify the combination of Khawam (U.S. Patent Number 
6,678,612 B1), Denekamp et al. (U.S. Patent Number 4,750,197) and Diaz et al (U.S. 
Patent Number 6,675,006 B1) to further include Villevieille (U.S. Patent Number 
5,953,650) in order provide a tire pressure sensor in order to detect the pressure 
change of the distressed vehicle. 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 3/28/2005 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Regarding claims 1 and 15, the Applicant Asserts that the cited prior art fails to 
teach of the occurrence wherein the terminal main body, as cited by the Applicant, is in 
a case and wherein the said peripheral device is at least partly in the case and a wire 
connecting the said terminal main body to said peripheral device is prevented from 
extending outside the case. 
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However, the Examiner would like to clarify his position in interpreting the 
claimed language. First, Denekamp et al. teaches of the said security module (30) 
consisting of two components: a secondary (32), which reads on claimed "main body," 
and a primary module (36), which reads on claimed "peripheral device," wherein the 
mating of the two modules are performed without the extension of wires outside of the 
casing (See FIGURE 4). As disclosed in column 6 lines 3-16, the two modules are 
locked together and electrically connected by the means of electrical brush contacts, 
which reads on claim "the said peripheral device is at least partly in the case and a wire 
connecting the said terminal main body to the said peripheral device is prevented from 
extending outside the case". The brush contacts of the Denekamp et al. have the same 
functionality of a connecting wire. Therefore, since the said contacts do not extend 
outside the casing, then the cited language satisfies the rejection of the amended claim. 
Claims 1-28 stand rejected based on the above rejection and Examiners comments. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Randy Peaches whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7914. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marsha D. Banks-Harold can be reached on (571 ) 272-7905. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Randy Peaches 
April 18, 2005 



